10

Reformed University Fellowship
John D. Hannah

Pine Cove, TX
February 6-8, 2004
Walking With God In Integrity:

the historical witness.

Introduction:

A.
The Presence of the past: the Christian classics on the spiritual life.

—Peter Toon, Spiritual Companions: An Introduction to the Christian Classics.

—Jonathan Edwards, Religious Affections.

—Charles Spurgeon, Holiness.

—Philip Spener, Pious Desires.

—John Owen, Collected Works.  vols. 6, 7

__Jerry Bridges, The Pursuit of Holiness.

—Sinclair Ferguson, John Owen on the Christian Life.

—James Packer, A Quest for Godliness.

—John Charles Ryle, Holiness.

B.
The Superficiality of simplicity: the problem of reductionism, or when you can’t do it right.

1.
Available models - the confusion of means with meaning.

2.
Available models - criticism, the struggle with imperfection.

a)
When too much is promised: the dilemma for the realist.

b)
When models are rooted in personal experience: the dilemma for the follower.

c)
When they don’t take struggle with sin as an ever enduring process: the dilemma for the idealist; too many smiles, lots of superficiality.

d)
When models lead to imperfection and guilt: the dilemma of failure.

I.
General Comments: Ingredients of Integrity; or, How to walk with God [The Puritans as a witness].

A.
Walking with God involves more than intellectual exercise: It encompasses the emotions (the psychological, the private); it embraces delight.

1.
the grip of the enlightenment notion of sequence, analysis, and progress.

2.
the grip of the mechanicalist, business model of efficiency on the pastorate; or, does the Bible prioritize servantship or leadership, care or cult, give or organizing.

3.
the grip of immediate expectations for progress in life’s burdens.

B.
Walking with God involves coming to grips with the concept of divine sovereignty and splendor.

1.
the reality of who was made to serve whom; or, God as Santa, a western myth.

2.
the perception of God’s purpose for the creatures

3.
the understanding that God ordains evil to bring about good (i.e., pain, weakness, tragedy, failures).

4.
the insight that randomness, accident, tragedy does not exist from a divine perspective.

5.
the thought that God is in control reigning over this world in glorious faithful.

6.
the understanding that God’s primary intent with us is character building, not success.

C.
Walking with God involves coming to grips with the constancy of human failure, independence, self-will, and blindness.

1.
the insight that redemption does not cure human depravity or human nature; righteousness from a motive as pure as God’s character is never present in this life.

2.
the understanding that sin is ever-present reality for all saints; perception of brokenness becomes increasingly clearer with progress in spirituality.

D.
Walking with God involves the constant realization of the wonder of Calvary; the centrality of Christ’s sacrifice.

1.
the insight that Calvary is the central event of all history.

2.
the reality of a constancy of meditation of living under the cross.

3.
the understanding that meaning in life is related to Calvary.

II.
Specific Comments:  Ingredients of Integrity; or, How to walk with God [The Puritans as a witness].


Walking with God involves positive action and negative action: Vivification and Mortification, living without sin and dying progressively to sin.


“Sanctification has a double aspect.  Its positive side is vivification, the growing and maturing of the new man; its negative side is mortification, the weakening and killing of the old man”


J. I. Packer, A Quest for Godliness: The Puritan Vision of the Christian 
Life (1990).

A.
Vivification:  positive actions conducive to spiritual progress.

1.
the characteristics of positive acts of vivification.

a)
Constancy of mental reflection on Christ and Calvary.

b)
Emotional and intellectual striving in the scriptures; or, the forgotten art of meditation, memorization, and delight.

c)
Frequent times of intense private seasons of prayer.

d)
the corporate nature of spirituality must never be neglected.

(1)
submission to divinely stated spheres of authority (i.e., duties).

(a)
church leadership and correction

(b)
obedience to the divinely sanction rights of mates and children.

(c)
the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper and church attendance.

(2)
small group interaction and dependence.

(3)
read excellent books from the past on spirituality.

2.
a description true vivification [from Jonathan Edwards].


SHOWING WHAT ARE DISTINGUISHING SIGNS OF TRULY GRACIOUS AND HOLY AFFECTIONS

Introductory Remarks

Section I.
Gracious Affections are from Divine Influence

Section II.

Their Object is the Excellence of Divine Things

Section III.

They are founded on the moral Excellency of Objects

Section IV.
They arise from Divine Illumination

Section V.
They are attended with a Conviction of Certainty

Section VI.
They are attended with Evangelical Humiliation

Section VII.
They are attended with a Change of Nature

Section VIII.
They beget and promote the Temper of Jesus

Section IX.
Gracious Affections soften the Heart

Section X.
They have beautiful Symmetry and Proportion

Section XI.
False Affections rest satisfied in Themselves

Section XII.
Religious Affections have their fruit in Christian Practice

a)
Christian Practice is the chief Sign to Others

b)
Christian Practice is the chief Sign to Ourselves

B.
Mortification: negative actions conducive to spiritual growth [Four Questions].

1.
What does it mean that the dominion of sin has been crushed for the believer?

a)
The fact of the end of dominion.

b)
The characteristics of the dominion of sin: Universality.

Characteristics of the Dominion of Sin: Universality
1.
Perpetual Rebellion; Continuance of Practice

2.
A Despising of Warnings and Convictions

3.
A Contempt for the Ways of God

4.
A Voluntary Relinquishing of Means of Grace

5.
A Resolute Choice to Resist Correction


“The dominion of sin is present when sin exercises control over the will of a man with no opposition from another principle.”

2.
How can the dominion of sin be crushed when the Bible and experience speaks of indwelling sin?


“The nature of sin does not change in regeneration or sanctification, but its status in us is radically attired.”


Sinclair Ferguson, John Owen on the Christian Life (1987)

a)
The fact of indwelling sin.

“Grace changeth the nature of man, but nothing can

change the nature of sin.”

—John Owen, Indwelling Sin
“When it (sin) is least felt, it is most powerful.”

—John Owen, Indwelling Sin

“The man that understands the evil of his own heart, how vile it is, is the only useful, fruitful, and soled believing and obedient person.”


—John Owen, Indwelling Sin

“Many men harbor spirit devouring - lusts in their bosoms, that lie as worms, at the root of their obedience, and corrode and waken it day by day.”


—John Owen, On Mortification
b)
The characteristics of indwelling sin.

The Reality of Indwelling Sin

1.
The mind reflects on sin generally, not on the particulars

2.
An enjoyment of secret sins while glorifying God in other ways

3.
A busyness that obscures the observation of sin’s danger

4.
A mental slothfulness

5.
Sin catches the mind by surprise

6.
Sin won’t let the mind rest

c)
The method of falling into sin.

The Method of Falling into Sin

—Sloth and neglect of sin

—Los of fear of God

—A complicated view of the gospel

—Lack of a serious watchfulness of Satan

—Imitation of bad examples

—Enjoyment of secret lusts of the heart

—Lack of private times with God

—An increase of knowledge w/o obedience

—An increase of worldly wisdom

—A failure to repent

3.
What is the believer’s responsibility to indwelling sin?

a)
The need for the believer’s responsibility.

The Basis of the Duty to Mortify Sin

—Sin is present in us and toward us

—Sin is active, though not total

—Sin is active if left alone

—If sin is neglected the inner man atrophies

—The spirit and the new nature has been given to fight against indwelling sin

b)
The Qualifications to the believer’s duties.

Qualifications to the Mortification of Sin

—It is not to utterly kill, root it out, or destroy it

—It is not to disguise sin

—It is not the improvement of a quiet and sedate nature

—It is not merely diversion

—It is not the occasional conquest of a sin

4.
How is the believer to put to death the deeds of the flesh: Methods
Specific Principles for the Mortification of Sin

1.
Consider the dangerous consequences of sin (guilt of sin, loss of peace and strength, grieving the spirit, wounding of Christ)

2.
Load the conscious with the guilt of sin (consider God’s infinite patience and forbearance)

3.
Consider the state of one’s self at all times in total depravity and thoughts of one’s vileness

4.
Trace the particular manifestation of sin to its root

5.
Don’t hurry to gain relief for your sin

6.
Act quickly against the first temptations toward a sin

7.
Allow God to speak peace rather than assuming you have it

C.
A Summary: Vivification and Mortification.

The Right Weapons in the Mental Struggle With Sin

—Wholehearted trust

—Faith

—Obedience

—The presence of right thoughts:  a recognition of

(a)
God’s sovereignty

(b)
The effects of sin

(c)
The love and kindness of God

(d)
The wonder of Calvary

(e)
The reality of indwelling sin


“Resolved, whenever I do any conspicuously evil action, to trace it back, till I come to the original cause; and then both carefully endeavor to do so no more, and to fight and pray with all my might against the original of it.”


—Jonathan Edwards


“Resolved, after afflictions, to inquire, what I am the better for them, what good I have got by them, and what I might have got by them.”


—Jonathan Edwards


“Resolved, never to give over, nor in the least to slacken my fight with my corruptions, however unsuccessful I may be.”


—Jonathan Edwards

